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How to Use Your Tricks
Practice Cards!

We recommend posting a printed, laminated version of your
Tricks Practice Cards on a prominent wall in your classroom.
Simply print out each digital page, laminate, and post. Then, go
over the display together as a class, saying, “S and the h (point to
each letter as you say them) say /sh/ (point to letter combination
as a whole) as in /sh/ /iiii/p/ (point to each letter and/or letter
combination as you sound the word out), ship (point to word and
say it as a whole).” Then practice reading the words on the next
page that go with that “trick” by sounding them out together.
Alternatively, you can simply go on to the next “trick.”

In addition, you can create a small flip chart out of your Tricks
Practice Cards by punching two holes on the top of each printed,
laminated page (one hole on the left and one hole on the right)
and binding the pages together with metal rings. This
compilation can be used to review the “tricks” with smaller
groups of children.

You can also view this product electronically by using a classroom
projector.

There are two Trick Review Sheets at the end that can be utilized
for small group reviews. They are also great for placing in or on
your students’ folders for easy access and review.

Teach Your Kids the TR CKS!
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shop
shea
shyat
vwsh
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*th has a harder sound, too, as in: this., that, and them
t h | n
thic
.
NS
that
them
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*Makes the closest vowel say its name if it can get to it; if the vowel is part of a trick, it will often ignore the e

take
Kite
made
came
broke
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2 vowels
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*The first vowel says its name; the second just listens. (Other two vowel tricks are exceptions to this rule!)

feel
boa

& *

A

cried
wait
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*Er, ir, and ur all say, “er”, but er is the most common. Tell your kids to use er when they hear /er/ unless they
KNOW that it is an ir or ur that should be used in that word instead.

her
after
never
dinner
person
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panda
comma

eXxtla
Zamera
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TRICKS!

Don’t Get TRICKED!!!!

0000000

sleepy €

2 vowels
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Digraphs  Special Rules R Conti ~lled Genera’ Gh Endings Bonded C/K/ck Soft Sounds
sh sleepy e I ercon. ) oo (mida, igh _y ing Beginning c + efily
ch ir ew (end) 2 Vow+gh (mid) % ink ¢— (common) g + efily
th 2 vowels: ur 2 Vow+gh (end) k — e/i/y after
wh 00k \..f00d) eigh ed ind

a. ar ted old Middle/Ending
ea ou (common) ded ck -- after short v. (1)
ee or ow (n/l —single) ang k — after cons. or trick
ia ing ank ¢ — after short v. (2+)
ie ay (end) OR when in short
oa le vowel blend (act,
oe all (end -- short words) ect, ict, oct, uct)
ua al (mid; end — 2+ words ) ow
ue
ui oi (middle) tion

oy (end)

ies

wa ies

aw a

au

ous
*qu (not incl. — alphabet)
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